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Ramblings On........ 

The CSCC Thruxton Thriller,  

21st/22nd September, 2019. 

It’s a six hour trip from home to Thruxton 

on busy Friday roads but I still had enough 

time to wander the paddock for an hour, 

enjoying the chance to chat in a less hec-

tic environment than on race day. It’s not 

all beer and skittles being a CSCC hack 

you know – you try getting a quotable 

quote from somebody with a torque 

wrench in one hand and a recalcitrant oily 

bit in the other with ten minutes left be-

fore the race starts ... But nobody was 

testing today, unlike last year, and so I 

had the luxury of picking my first victim 

with care. And the winner is ...... the tall 

guy with the Barracuda from Guildford 

who works in the music biz ... your very 

own Matt Snowball. ‘We rent out vehicles 

to rock bands.’ Such as? ‘Oh... anybody 

famous, we’re very discreet.’ This week-

end is only Matt’s second ever race, ‘my 

first one was at Brands GP about two 

weeks ago, and it was a lot of fun.’ The 

first (and last) time I saw a racing Barra-

cuda was in the Bay City Rollers’ era Sev-

enties so is 2019 the right time for a sec-

ond coming of the Mopar Monster? ‘Oh, 

I’ve always been into Chryslers. I’ve re-

stored quite a few and I’ve got a ’68 

Charger, ’69 Road Runner and I’ve always 

These are strange times we’re living in. No, not 

Brexit, not even Extinction Rebellion, nor even 

the decline and fall of Thomas Cook but some-

thing much closer to home. Last week’s Auto-

sport cover, amazingly, did not feature an F1 

car but something far more tasteful – a clutch 

of dicing Fifties’ sports racers at last week’s 

Goodwood Revival. Being a duke might help, 

but coverage of His Grace’s garden party is tes-

tament to the fact that quality races for older 

cars aren’t just footnotes to the motorsport cal-

endar any more but red letter days. Last year’s 

CSCC Thruxton Thriller lived up to its name on 

my first ever visit to the circuit, and this year’s 

entry list followed the 2019 pattern of high 

quality cars on grids that were sometimes thin-

ner than the ideal, but certainly not anorexic 

enough to remove the appeal to drivers and 

spectators.  



 of west Hampshire. Maybe only Fillmore 

Street San Francisco, with McQueen’s 

Highland Green ‘Stang in hot pursuit? On 

Saturday I watch Matt in the Special Sa-

loons & Modsports with Bernie’s Sports 

Racing & V8s and he impresses with a 

smooth, unflustered run, mindful of faster 

cars but leaving the impression there will 

be more to come from both car and driver, 

both welcome additions to the fold.  

wanted to circuit race and I thought about it 

last year, I was getting too old and thought 

“what can I build?” I looked at the history 

books, thought “nice to get one of those” and 

brought a rusty shell in from America last Au-

gust, sorted it over the winter and finished it a 

few weeks ago.’ Let’s talk specs because, 

whilst most people can guess what’s under a 

Mustang’s hood, fewer of us might guess what 

heat the Cuda is packing. ‘It’s a 360 cubic 

inch V8, stroked to 408, so about 6.7 litres, a 

five speed Tremec gearbox and original style 

suspension but upgraded with Hotchkiss com-

ponents – race spec shocks, anti roll bar. It’s 

got 450bhp at the flywheel and weighs 1400 

kilos with half a tank of fuel.’ Shockingly, this 

long, wide and magnificent muscle car weighs 

only a weekly shop more than the Nissan 

Qashqai you don’t want your mates to see you 

in. Mark tells me the Plymouth is actually very 

good on track - ‘surprisingly good; the suspen-

sion is all solid bush but the road cars are 

very, very flexible - if you jack one corner up 

you can’t open the door. It’s quite neutral, 

doesn’t understeer at all and an awful lot of 

fun. Even the brakes are surprisingly ade-

quate, with discs all round but there’s no 

power assistance, and there isn’t on the steer-

ing either. It’s still too low geared, but higher 

than the original.’ For somebody who has 

done ‘two or three track days’ and a single 

race, Matt is almost alarmingly laid back at 

the prospect of introducing his very own take 

on Mopar Muscle to ‘the UK’s fastest race cir-

cuit’ but acknowledges that he is ‘still very 

much at the bottom end of the learning proc-

ess.’ Final question Matt, and just a long shot 

you understand, but how many times have you 

watched Bullitt? ‘(laughs) ... yeah, quite a few. 

My ’68 Charger is a Bullitt replica but I’ve not 

got round to painting it black yet.’                                           

Like everybody I’ve met in two years of CSCC 

scribbling, Matt looks comfortable in his own 

skin and I suspect there’s few places he’d 

rather be this weekend than this empty corner  

I have a theory that, if only a handful of 

MGBs and their big brother, the MGC, had 

left Abingdon in the Sixties they would now 

be as sought after, and as expensive, as 

some exotic Alfas and Lancias now are.  

MG built nearly 400,000 Bs and 9,000 Cs 

but Lancia only made 3000 Fulvia HFs, 

while Alfa’s lovely Giulia TZ is hen’s teeth 

rare with just over 100 produced. But 

ubiquity also means affordability and the 

chance to see an example at Thruxton, not 

just Pebble Beach or that posh circuit 

down the road from here – and no, I don’t 

mean Castle Combe. So here is Stephen 

Atkinson, with one of the 700 odd MGC 

convertibles left – he’s from near Faken-

ham, Norfolk and has been racing this MG 

C for the last couple of years with the 

CSCC ‘and prior to that I was racing a 

Sprite’. His day job used to be as a compli-

ance manager for Pentagon Chemicals 

but now he does crazy stuff like 600 mile 

walks across the Pyrenees for fun. His rac-

ing career goes right back to 1982 with  



(you guessed) a Midget, followed by some years 

off before returning with (yes) an MGB. He has 

even owned the Madge, the famous MG 1100 

with FIA papers which had contested the saloon 

car championship in 1962. Back to the C and 

dredging my memory. It had the reputation of 

understeering for England, am I right? ‘The truth 

is they didn’t fit stiff enough torsion bars but 

this one has competition spec ones and if 

they’d have fitted them to  the standard car it’d 

have done away with a lot of the understeer. 

And back in the day they had cross ply tyres I 

think? There’s a big heavy lump at the front but 

there’s quite a lot been done to this and it’s not 

too bad now.’ I guess, rightly, that it runs triple 

Webers but, wrongly, that it was the same en-

gine as the BMC rival, the Austin Healey 3000. 

Not quite. it wasn’t, such was the internecine 

warfare between different BMC firms (no, not 

‘brands’, we didn’t do brands back then). It has 

about 200bhp and also runs an overdrive gear-

box ‘but to be honest I don’t use it that much 

because it’s easy enough remembering which 

gear you’re in but when you’re flicking a switch 

for overdrive it’s like.... This C was built as a 

race car about ten years ago by MG Motorsport 

and I ended up buying it from Shaun Holmes.’ 

Stephen found that his Sprite, even with a 5 

speed box, was running out of puff at Thruxton 

‘but hopefully this will be a bit different, I was 

doing 129mph at Spa, and that was uphill on 

the Kemmel straight.’ Sadly the big MG retired 

after just 4 laps in the Adams & Page Swinging 

Sixties Group 2 race- but I’m sure it will be back.  

Lured by what seems to be an escapee 

from Winston Cup era NASCAR I stride 

over to the pit garages, each a tight fit for 

fuller figured cars such as David Beatty’s 

Aston Martin DBS V8. This is what Arnold 

Schwarzenegger would have looked like if 

the Terminator had morphed into a car – 

couldn’t see him in Prius mode really. 

David, from Templepatrick, near Belfast, is 

a retired automotive engineer  for, 

amongst others, Austin Rover and Nissan. 

‘It’s a busman’s holiday for me, tinkering 

with cars ...’ He has been racing in special 

saloons since 2012 - ‘I had Rod Birley’s 

Honda Prelude Thundersaloon and we 

brought out the Marsh Plant Evo 4 car two 

years ago to give it a run. It’s just one of 

those iconic cars when I was growing up in 

the Seventies, like the Porsche 930 and 

the Lamborghini Countach. I  saw Gerry 

Marshall race the sister car at Silverstone 

– the other car came up for sale in 2014 

and after Anthony Reid had crashed this  



Derek Pearce is racing his immaculate XK8 in 

Class B of the Toyo Tires/Watchdogapp.com 

Jaguar Saloon and GT Championship. Derek is 

from Storrington, West Sussex and tells me he 

has been racing Jaguars since 1984 and has 

raced a Mark 2 and an XJS 6 litre as well as this 

1996 car. ‘I bought my first Jag in 1976, a dark 

blue 3.8 Mark 2 with wire wheels, from a guy 

who was a former chauffeur but who had had a 

stroke and couldn’t drive any more. I paid 150 

quid for it and eventually rebuilt it as a race car. 

Yeah, still got it, it is a bit Trigger’s broom 

though.’ This XK8 is looked after by Tom Len-

thall (who races an XJS in Class C); the car had 

blown an engine and after recommissioning it  

was raced with a standard engine for a 

time. The current engine was built in early 

2019 and today its 350bhp is hitting the 

track for the first time. ‘It revs a lot quicker 

and it’s going to be a lot of fun round 

here.’ Derek tells me that he is still on a 

journey of discovery with the XK (‘I spun it 

last year here, round the back’) as there is 

nothing like the knowledge and parts 

availability as there is for the XJS. Another 

retiree, birthday boy Derek (a 1948 

model) used to have a marble masonry 

business - bathrooms, kitchens and shop-

fronts. I really like the grey livery of the 

Jaguar but I reckon it’d be even more 

striking with a Red Bull style matte finish 

for 2020.   

As I leave for Andover, I bump into Steve 

Jones. No, not the Channel 4 F1 guy, nor 

even the former Sex Pistol, but the guy 

who has been taking pictures for Auto-

sport for nearly 40 years. He tells me he 

enjoyed the recent 750MC meeting at 

Donington (‘they totally abused the chi-

cane, stones everywhere’) and likes CSCC 

meetings a lot – ‘fantastic entries, I’m not 

a big fan of pit stops but the drivers like 

it.’ Like me, Steve mourns the fact that 

the magazine which was once the bible for 

all types racing now focuses mainly on F1 

at the expense of the national scene. We 

then have an enjoyable grumble about the  

one at Goodwood I bought it the next summer – 

Geoffrey Marsh had had it all repaired. And it’s 

very nice to drive.’ The first time he drove it one 

of the wheels came off in qualifying at Silver-

stone and it made its race debut in David’s 

hands at a CSCC Donington meeting. So, the 

spec then David? ‘It started as a 5.3 litre Aston 

V8, then it got the Aston 6.1 engine from the 

sister car when it retired. It did have a six speed 

sequential gearbox but now it’s a five speed 

manual and has a Corvette 7 litre engine with 

560bhp. It’s geared for about 160mph.’ If you 

ever doubted that dinosaurs still stalk the earth 

then just check out this Aston Martin – but not 

even an angry Velociraptor could pull up 

Woodham Hill like this mutant beast. Thruxton 

meant DNFs due to fuel supply issues, sadly, 

but next time eh?   



good old days (world’s gone to the dogs, 

too much red tape etc) but it’s an age thing 

I suspect because, let’s face it, everything‘s 

great when you’re 27 and not slightly older 

(slightly, who am I kidding?).    

My weather app is right – Saturday is just 

glorious, and we’ll get on to Sunday’s au-

tumnal gloom later. I arrive at 7-30, and 

already it is buzzing, as cars arrive, break-

fasts eagerly devoured and marshals are 

briefed. I intercept Janos Pulay (follow him 

on @janospulay1 if you like) who, along 

with his orange clad mates, has just been 

briefed on the day’s procedures and proc-

esses like Code 60 and safety car protocol. 

Warminster man Janos is in his first year of 

marshalling after wanting to do it for years 

and he is making up for lost time as this is 

his eleventh meeting of 2019. ‘Here, Castle 

Combe and Gurston. I’ve done flagging, in-

cident, quite a lot really. And I love all of it, 

every bit.’ It’s a family affair as daughter 

Megan is in orange too and clearly enjoying 

it as much as her dad but ‘I haven’t told my 

friends at school yet.’ Keep up the good 

work both of you, and it’s great to meet 

people so bouncing with enthusiasm.     



Now I’ve seen Cheng Lim’s 

name feature in many Cobra 

pictures but this is the first time 

we’ve been in the same place 

so it’s time for a quick word. 

Cheng was born in Singapore, 

lives in Buckhurst Hill, North 

London and conjures snakes for 

a living -  ‘I build Cobras.’ Cheng 

is sharing a drive with Andy 

Lambert in Special Saloons & 

Modsports with Bernie’s Sports 

Racing & V8s in a 7 litre Ford V8 

RAM Cobra SC –‘Jag based sus-

pension, Ford top loader gearbox, about 560 horsepower ... yeah, it’s nippy. It is very hard 

work, no power steering, no power brakes ... Church is hardest in a Cobra, it’s very fast but 

very bumpy.’ What Cheng and many others leave unsaid is that Thruxton is somehow on a dif-

ferent level to nearly every other UK circuit, as outright speed and seriously fast corners are 

its trademark. You can even walk around most, if not all, of the perimeter of most circuits but 

not here, as the cars diminish to dots in the distance before bursting into view as they charge 

up to the chicane, the only feature which really breaks up the sinuous flow. ‘Out in the coun-

try’ was the term you’d often hear over 

the PA at circuits when I was a kid, as 

cars disappeared for more than half the 

lap at lost venues such as Rufforth. Ap-

propriately enough, I was to hear the al-

most forgotten phrase again this week-

end from commentator Dave Goddard 

and suddenly it was 1970 again, with 

Gerry Marshall on a charge in his pre Ber-

tha era Viva GT.  

Enough nostalgia already, it’s 2019 and 

here I am talking to Gary Fletcher from 

Great Dunmow – is it me or does half the 

paddock come from East Anglia? Gary is a chartered surveyor - and here’s the Marshall con-

nection - he’s racing his ’74 Firenza in the Advantage Motorsport Future Classics race. Gary 

admits that now he’s got the Vauxhall he’d never sell it –‘it’s my baby now’. It is one of the 

200 real Droop Snoots, David tells me, adding that he’s been a racer for a long time –‘thirty 

years or so I‘d think.’ It still has the original spec – 2.3 litre slant four (‘pushing 200bhp’) and 

the 5 speed ZF ‘box with dogleg first which 

Gary describes as ‘strong but designed for 

trucks – agricultural.’ Gary is a fan of 

Thruxton and tells me that the old Vaux-

hall is still pulling hard even on the longer 

straights and ‘even at Spa it doesn’t run 

out of puff.’ That distinctive snoot must be 

as slippery as it looks. 

I’d spoken to Tom Hutchins at Silverstone 

and today he’s sharing the Honda Civic 

Type R with dad David in Co-ordSport Tin 

Tops. All going well is it? Not entirely, as 

David tells me that although the car has 

gone well for some of the season it  



hasn’t been problem free, with charging system 

issues at Brands Hatch a few weeks ago – ‘I only 

did one lap in the race, Tom couldn’t race as he 

had delayed concussion from a crash in another 

race. We’ve got one of those electrical problems 

where you end up chasing your tail. You know 

what they say though, if it ain’t broke don’t fix 

it ...’ A third place last year, so could the prob-

lems be solved for a good finish this year as 

well? Not really, a sixth row start and unclassi-

fied in the race tell their own story. Keep at it 

guys. 

Another car which was throwing some hissy fits 

was the brutal Rover BMW V8 turbo in which 

Clive Anderson triumphed at Brands last month. 

I’m one of a small crowd watching Clive set off 

for scrutineering and I’ve seen F1 cars which 

looked more docile – the immaculate yellow 

beast is a fearsome brute and appears to have 

what the famous journalist LJK Setright once 

called ‘a sharply projectile clutch’. 

One car I’d take home is the Mustang GT350R 

of Jon Fox, complete with Carroll Shelby signa-

ture on the boot – sorry ‘trunk’. This 7 litre car is 

a stunning bright blue, packs a full-fat 7 litres 

and is stunningly well prepared, a real tribute to 

its team. It is contesting the Advantage Moto-

sport Future Classics race. 

I’ve often admired Mark Chilton’s feisty Nissan 

Skyline GTR in the Future Classics races 

this year and, whilst its speed is never in 

doubt, its reliability has not been bullet-

proof. Mark’s a mechanic from Birming-

ham, and already has raced some pretty 

serious machinery, up to and including a 

GT2 Porsche. He specialises in the marque 

and would have raced a 911 Turbo ‘but for 

the price, you’d have to sell your house to 

afford one. I got beaten by Richard Thur-

bin’s Lancia Delta in 2017 at Donington 

and thought we need four wheel drive and 

a turbo... (sighs) but so far it’s one thing 

after another. It’s never the same thing 

failing either – we had a wheel come off, 

an oil cooler split, overheating, a failed 

turbo at Anglesey ... I think it’s me, and 

everyone is telling me what I should have 

done but after we’ve done it .’ Skylines are 

the darling of the Fast and Furious fanbase 

and this one lives up to the hype, with up 

to 640bhp on tap on a cool day. Mark tells 

me that the Skyline is not full time 4wd, 

with the front wheels only being driven 

when things get fraught at the back - ‘but 

the computer that decides is 30 years old 

now ... and it’s a bit slow to catch on.’ By 

the way, if you notice, the wannabe God-

zilla sports a big steering wheel, the rea-



son is that the steering is unas-

sisted and I’d bet Mark has saved 

on gym bills by wrestling this 1400 

kilo brute. He seems a lovely guy 

and I was delighted that, at last, it 

all came good and he won, complet-

ing the full house with pole and fast-

est lap. 

I’ve mentioned the NASCAR car and 

I manage a few words with a very 

hot looking Marcus Bicknell after his 

qualifying session in the Bernie’s 

V8s Ford Fusion, all 6.2 litres of it. 

Marcus is retired from a successful 

media career with Astra Satellites (‘the spacecraft which carry Sky, BBC and ITV’). Marcus’s 

pal worked for SKF, who sponsored Joey Logano in the Penske team and - ‘I met Joey, got on 

really well, and I’ve seen him four or five times recently, including at Michigan International 

Speedway three weeks ago. We also have a common interest in fund raising for mental health 

awareness.’ Marcus looks and sounds the archetypal Brit, raced very successfully in Club-

mans but then thought ‘what would twice the power be like?’ He started in a Mustang, did 

well, then tested one of these and, well, here he is in his 550bhp, 575 lb/ft torque bad boy 

Ford. Marcus finds the CSCC a ‘really well organised club, it’s a lovely club, and I’m going to 

see if I can blag them to let me into Special Saloons & Modsports permanently.’ In the next pit 

garage I have to smile at the silver skull gear lever knob (or ‘shifter’ do you reckon?) on 

Simeon Chodosh’s mighty Corvette, which was so very Ace Café.  

As I pass the assembly area I notice the line of cars waiting to be unleashed in qualifying for 

the Advantage Motorsport Future Classics. And what I see is Aston Martin, Porsche, Nissan, 

Mazda, Ford, Alfa, BMW, Audi, Triumph, Toyota and look, I could go on, but you get the picture, 

variety is assured. And that really matters.  

Fire is something you really don’t expect to see very often in modern motorsport, and merci-

fully it is now very rare but it’s sad to report that not one, but a number of cars suffered seri-

ous fire damage this weekend. Weirdly, two incidents happened within 30 minutes, involving 

the Bulls Porsche 924 and the lovely TVR Griffith 200 of Luke Bryan and Geoff Taylor - I can 

only wish everyone involved a speedy return to the track.      



Spend any time at a CSCC meeting 

and you are likely to hear the name 

Tim Cairns, as often as not because 

his Austin Healey Sprite is out on 

track, giant killing again. I finally 

managed to track Tim down – he 

lives in Suffolk but is originally from 

Northumberland and he is semi-

retired from his career working on 

power stations, control systems and 

steam turbines. Tim bought his first 

Sprite in Singapore - ‘it had a 948cc 

engine and I put a 1098cc engine 

out of a Morris Traveller in it and we 

shipped it to India and then we 

drove it home.’ After that adventure he raced the car in MGCC events before moving on to 

race, amongst other things, a Lister Jaguar. After working abroad again for many years on his 

return ‘we did the 6 Hour Relay at Snetterton and thought we’d start again.’ Tim’s current 

Sprite is 1380cc – ‘it’s about as far you can go before the bores touch each other.’ Revving to 

7500 and with Weber and hot cam it is good for about 130bhp, which is enough to push its 

625 kilos along a lot quicker than the original, which took a glacially slow 20 seconds to hit 

60mph from rest. Racing is a family affair for the Cairns, as Vicki is the CSCC correspondent 

for the Adams & Page Swinging Sixties Series, and her reports in the race programme bring us 

up to date with each round’s events. 

Time to spend some time trackside and, because I was in lazy mode, I ambled over to the Chi-

cane rather than making the longer hike to Segrave. Most people do the same, to enjoy the 

rare spectacle of watching cars racing each other the best part of a mile away, at Noble and 

beyond, before they burst into view at big speed up Woodham Hill. Like Anglesey, engines are 

worked hard here, and there’s enough time to savour the noise, unbroken by gear changes 

until the big stop into the Chicane. I’m too young ever to have seen a race at the legendary 

Reims Gueux circuit but I have visited it, and there are unexpected similarities to Thruxton. 

Both circuits are located on chalk downs, both are insanely fast, and whilst Champagne vine-

yards are rare down Amesbury way, there is still a spooky echo of Reims here. Marcus Pye 

strolls up to the commentary box as I catch up with Motor Sport writer Simon Arron and we 



put the world to rights for a few minutes. Thank God some journalists know there is a whole 

world of motor sport away from the feverish Leclerc/Vettel sparring in Singapore this week-

end. Saturday afternoon settles into what has become a familiar routine for CSCC events with 

a punchy succession of races, each enlivened by ambitious overtakes, sideways moments 

and the odd spin. Here’s what particularly caught my eye, as well as producing some ’oohs’ 

and ‘aahs’ from the enthusiastic and very appreciative crowd. It’s time for Toyo Tires/

Watchdogapp.com Jaguar Saloon and GT Championship qualifying, and broadsiding into the 

Chicane is de rigueur for most, and Colin Philpott’s XJS manages a Strictly Come Dancing rou-

tine, enlivened by a big flame out from the exhaust. We judges liked that – a lot. In the Special 

Saloons and Modsports race how appropriate it was to see Ian Hall making up for his scary 

shunt at Allard last year by taking his Darrian Wildcat to a win, with a 107 mph fastest lap. I 

liked the F1 style fireworks from the audibly track- scraping splitter, by the way, and I enjoyed 

the bonfire of flames spat out by John Cockerton’s Porsche 935 too. That’d deter any tailgat-

ers on the A303, If 935s have tailgaters that is.    

I’d already admired Pete Chambers’ stunningly well-presented Cortina, under its Motul logoed 

gazebo. By modern standards its wheels are tiny but the Minilites still look great and gleam 

even brighter than the originals did in period. On track, the Ford goes as well as it looks in the 

Group 1 Adams & Page Swinging Sixties race, eventually finishing third and there was action 

all the way through the field. 40 minute races can 

lose their spark sometimes in their latter stages, 

but the scrap between the red Cortina and the 

Wykeham BMW 2002 Ti especially was one of 

many battles to savour. The Advantage Motorsport 

Future Classics enthral, with very different levels of 

cornering style and ability on display; some cars 

look more than a handful but the ever improving 

RX-7 of the Taylor team looks exceptionally nimble. 

Sadly, some unwelcome incidents spoil a couple of 

drivers’ days, possibly none more so than for David 

Burke whose 911 will need some intensive care 

before we see it out on track again.  



A smaller than ideal field in Group 2 Adams & 

Page Swinging Sixties still entertains, and I 

enjoyed watching the Keevill Elan scrapping 

with the Wolfe/ Thompson TVR Griffith, a 

1600cc scalpel taking on a 5 litre battle axe. 

Co-ordSport Tin Tops? Brilliant of course, as it 

nearly always is. I have come to expect terrific 

driving by Martin Addison in his 106 GTI but 

today I’m also very impressed by the speed of 

the Colvey/Banks Clio in Class B, taking the 

fight to Addison in the early laps.    

This being England, in late September, the 

good weather was never going to last a whole 

weekend, as I was reminded by thunder and 

lightning in the early hours. Dank, dripping 

and cool but it’s a new day at the races and 

thanks to the fortune I’ve spent with Musto 

clothing at least I’m dry as I squelch over to 

the pit garages to check out new arrivals. The 

Spires are breeding, as here’s another one to 

accompany the David Watson car which had 

so impressed me at Anglesey. The new car is 

to be driven by John Cutmore in both the Gold 

Arts Magnificent Sevens and Verum Builders 

Open Series races and it is just as beautifully 

prepared as its sibling. But I have to say that 

on track, especially in the wet/dry conditions 

which punctuated some of the day, neither 

Spire looked as comfortable as the first car 

had at Trac Mon. I’m no Adrian Newey, but to 

my entirely non-expert eyes both cars looked 

quick, but a right bloody handful into, through 

and out of the Chicane and beyond. 

Ben Simonds is from Diss, deep in Lotus 

country. He is driving his immaculately liver-

ied Caterham Supersport, the car hinting at F 

1 heritage with Brawn style dayglo green 

highlights and even the team name, H&B 

Motorsport/Full Circle Enterprises, is reminis-

cent of the HB alarm system sponsorship 

sported by the Ensign F1 team long, long 

ago. And this H and B? Hazel and Ben of 

course. ‘We’ve had a good season so far – 

and in true Colin Chapman tradition I keep 

taking bits off the car and it goes faster. This 

is a 1997 Supersport but with a pre ’96 Im-

perial chassis; we’re on engine number two, 

we’ve just put a six speed gearbox in it and 

we’ve been winning Class E at every round 

this year. We’ve got a bit more power than 

what it came with – 193bhp. Ben has only 

been here once before, and reckons Church  



is so named ‘because you say a little prayer 

every time you turn in.’ Ben might have plans 

for next year – there is even talk of a Radical 

SR3 – but I won’t spare his blushes by saying 

that few drivers impressed me more this 

weekend and I doubt if anybody was much 

faster through the Chicane; being sideways 

seemed to spur him on to getting even more 

so on the next lap. This guy can drive.  

Continuing with the Lotus theme, and also 

intrigued by the Multiple Sclerosis signage, I 

talk to former Ford Motor Company manufac-

turing engineer David Sharp, from East Han-

ningfield, Essex. He tells me his biggest job 

at Ford was refitting the whole of the final assembly area at Craiova in Romania. The works 

had formerly made about 100 of the (forgettable) Daewoo Matiz a day but after David had fin-

ished, it was making up to 1000 Transits and Ford B Maxes. But there’s no Ford for David on 

track, as he is racing his S1 Elise in Class D of Cartek Motorsport Modern Classics –‘I’m a bit 

of Lotus fan. Tina and I used to race Minis, it was Tina who got me into racing in fact, and af-

ter the kids had grown up we looked around and bought an Exige for track days and sprints 

and then we bought the Elise. Tina concentrates on Mini racing and I race the Lotus.’ The 

Elise’s K series now has about 100bhp more than when it left Hethel with, revving to 

8500rpm – ‘right on its limit’ – and weighs a svelte 720 kilos. David highlights his race at 

Brands as the season’s best, having to do a lot of overtaking after safety car intervention to 

win his class. The MS stuff? Dave and Tina’s friend, Noel Wilson, has MS and his name may 

ring a bell with you because he is the guy who has raised many thousands by lapping circuits 

in his mobility scooter – including the Manx TT course. There’s more about Noel on justgiv-

ing.com -  Motorsport for MS. 

Every time I see the Gold Arts Magnificent Sevens the BOSS Racing cars seem to be at the 

sharp end, so it’s time to have a quick word with Colin Watson, who is driving a brawny 2.4 

litre Seven in Class H. Colin’s from Kent and his day job is running BOSS’ track day hire opera-

tion –‘it keeps me quite busy...I’ve been doing it for about two years and before that I had a 

body shop. I’m sort of semi-retired now.’ Duratec cars like Colin’s are developing up to 

300bhp, which is a serious amount of poke in an S3 Seven, and in the wet the power ‘makes 

them a bit lively – you’d scare yourself, definitely. No time for rest around here, it‘s full on all 

the time and it’s still pulling up the back straight – 145mph, something like that?’ I remember 

how 125mph in my old R400, in the dry, felt like I was breaking the sound barrier but 20mph 

more, in the wet? Nope, I’ll stick to scribbling.   



Everyone I talk to, from seasoned cam-

paigner to racing newcomers, seems over-

joyed just to be here, doing what they love 

and, after another week of Westminster 

chaos, today is a real tonic to these strange 

times in which we live. Listen to Philip Sta-

der, as he sums up his first season of racing 

after years of hill climbing, driving a Midget in 

Adams & Page Swinging Sixties -‘Fearful 

(pause) exciting (pause) thrilling (pause) and 

a really rude awakening.’ Highlight of the 

year? ‘(Big smile) Yesterday! Here at Thruxton, third in class! And I was absolutely bush-

whacked when I came in.’ A happy man, is Philip, and his words speak volumes about the 

sheer fun to be had racing with CSCC.  

Philip is my last interviewee of the weekend, and as the rain pours down, there is a tangible 

end of term feel which continues even as the sun breaks through for the afternoon’s racing 

and a rainbow arches over Church. The racing is for the now familiar CSCC menu of Jaguars, 

Motorsports School Turbo Tin Tops, RSV Graphics New Millennium and the other usual sus-

pects. It is always fast, sometimes furious but perhaps a little more subdued than the furious 

dicing I had enjoyed at Brands. But that’s only from my perspective, and I bet there isn’t a sin-

gle driver who didn’t find his or her race at Thruxton unforgettable, usually, but by no means 

always, for the right reasons. And isn’t it a treat to see races contested by the most unlikely 

bedfellows? You don’t often see a place being fought over by a Mini, a Ginetta and a brace of 

Caterhams. And Jamie Sturges’ rowdy sounding SEAT – didn’t it look rock solid and indomita-

ble in the challenging conditions of the Verum Builders Open Series? Its win seemed almost 

inevitable – which I wouldn’t have expected before the day itself. And crikey, but that bad boy 

BMW 1 Series of Matthew Evans gets some admiring looks, incorporating as it does just about 

every trick in the big book of macho BMWs. Check ‘em out, as they’re all there -  the funky 

stealth paint job, some serious aero cues, an angry flame-spitting exhaust and more than a 

touch of lairy opposite lock action. The BMW will light up Donington next month, but I am sure 

it won’t be the only one... 

 

John Aston 

CSCC Correspondent  

       


